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Changes Affecting Environmentalism
By Michael McCloskey, Sr. Policy Advisor, Leavenworth, Washington, September 14, 2013

protecting biodiversity. Not only are species protected under 
the Endangered Species Act, but also sub-species, populations, 
minimum viable levels, and biological communities. And 
before communities can be impacted, public agencies must 
investigate all the components that might be affected. We 
now value forests not just as biological communities, but also 
because they can sequester or store carbon.

While over this time we have not changed the definition of 
wilderness, the focus in proposing boundaries for wilderness 
areas has shifted from setting forth plans for compact areas to 
providing protection for surviving fragments of wild land.

And we have liberated ourselves from the grip of industry 
propaganda and no longer believe that we must be tied to old 
patterns of resource consumption, with us relying less now on 
industrial forestry, mining and drilling on demand, cowboy-
type grazing, and abusive ocean-fishing.

And environmental issues have evolved immensely over this 
time: from being introduced as a set of novel issues, to coping 
with a widening array of pollutants, including toxic chemicals, 
to dealing with endocrine disrupting chemicals that can affect 
the process of reproduction. (cont. on page 5)

While the environmental movement has accomplished much 
over the past half century, much has also changed in the environ-
ment in which it operates. Some even think we are not a move-
ment, which they feel should be characterized by protests in 
the streets. However, I submit a movement is defined by having 
clear beliefs, organizations to promote its beliefs, and followers 
who will exert themselves regularly to gets its beliefs adopted.

Now any movement that persists over time will experience 
both better and worse times. The movement in this country 
has been manifest for a century and a half, with bursts both of 
progress and times when it must defend its gains. The fact that 
it sometimes moves into defensive phases does not mean that 
the movement is declining or disappearing; it is just in a differ-
ent phase. At any time, it can emerge again into a phase when it 
makes progress.

CHANGES IN THE ISSUES
Over the past half century, shifts have occurred in the way we 
see conservation issues. At one time, our outdoor interests were 
organized around the theme of recreation, with an emphasis 
on esthetics. Now the emphasis is much more on habitat and 

Pre-Convention Overnight at the Historic Nesika Lodge
The Trails Club of Oregon invites those attending the 2015 convention to 
visit and stay overnight at their historic Nesika Lodge near the Columbia 
River Gorge. Come on Thursday, August 27th and stay over to Friday, 
August 28th, the day the Convention begins at nearby Menucha Retreat 
and Conference Center.

Nesika is located on the rim of the Columbia River Gorge surrounded 
by the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. The main lodge, a 
stone and log structure mainly built by club members, provides  a full 
kitchen centered around a wood burning range, dining space, game areas, 
and plenty of space to sit around the fireplace. The main lodge is supported 
by two dormitories that provide bunk room sleeping for about 60 people 

in 3 sleeping areas. If desired, you can bring a tent to sleep outside. Nesika is normally reached by trail. The more scenic approach 
starts from the Columbia River highway at Multnomah Falls just 30 miles from Portland. The route follows along Multnomah 
Creek with its many waterfalls and cascades, then cuts through Multnomah Basin and a tall timbered area, a total distance of about 
four miles. The other main approach is by road via Palmer Mill road near Larch Mountain, then by trail. Nesika Lodge is the place 
where the idea of having a Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs was formed and where the founding member clubs brought 
stones from their area for the lodge’s stone fireplace. 

This event is $20 per person, which includes dinner, breakfast, and dorm lodging. Bring your own sleeping bags and towels. For 
more information and a registration form, contact George Milne at president@trailsclub.org.
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