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Trump’s Bad Green Policies 
that A� ect the West Coast States 

By Michael McCloskey (wri� en May11, 2025) 

Few of President Trump’s proclamations regarding the environment are aimed at the West. But a few are: 
ending Biden’s orders establishing national monuments in California, and ordering oil drilling in Alaska’s 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. But as always, anything Trump says on the environment is negative in nature.

• His broad orders to increase logging and lumber 
production could do the most harm. Also, orders 
to increase oil and gas drilling would � nd ready 
targets in the West.

• He wants to increase production of coal (the 
most polluting fossil fuel), which could impact 
Montana.

• He also wants to relax controls over tailpipe and 
smokestack emissions.

• He is trying to end all work on climate change and 
make it easier to destroy habitat for endangered 
species.

• He wants to rollback regulations protecting 
wetlands.

• He is at work loosening regulations controlling 
� shing in the oceans, and is promoting seabed 
mining.

• He is hard at work trying to dismantle almost 
three dozen federal regulations a� ecting air quality 
and carbon pollution.

• He is stopping e� orts to protect minorities from 
being harmed by pollution.

• He is trying to get the states to stop adding 
� uoride to drinking water to retard cavities.

• Trump is calling the “Green New Deal” the 
“Green Scam.” 

In just 100 days, he has made a list from Hell.

Michael McCloskey

FWOC ANNUAL MEETING
Saturday, September 20, 2025, 10 am–noon

MorningStar Assisted Living at Laurelhurst, 3140 NE Sandy Boulevard, Portland, OR
In Person and Virtual (Zoom credentials will be sent with the meeting notice)
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FWOC joined others in signing on to the following le� ers:

September Le� er from the Columbia River Treaty NGO Caucus 
to the State Department listing actions to strengthen 
the modernized CRT “Agreement in Principle” 
between the United States and Canada. � e le� er 
stressed the importance of adding “ecosystem func-
tion” for the health of the river and its salmon as a 
third treaty goal, which was included in the 2013 US 
Regional Recommendation.

April Le� er to US Department of Commerce regarding 
President Trump’s Executive Order on the connection 
between timber production and national security in 
the US. � e le� er stressed the importance of our forest 
lands, especially our mature and old growth forests to 
ensuring the national of security of our communities, 
wildlife and climate. � e le� er also stressed forest 
lands importance in providing drinking water, prevent-
ing � ooding, curbing climate change, providing habitat 
for � sh and wildlife and supporting the outdoor 
recreation economy.

May Le� er to Congress sent by Oregon Wild that urges 
legislation:
• Protecting old growth and mature forests
•  Cosponsoring the Roadless Area Conservation 

Act which is a federal rule that protects inventoried 
roadless areas within the National Forest System 
from road construction and timber harvesting. It was 
recently rescinded by the Trump  administration.

•  Cosponsoring the Community Protection 
and Wild� re Resilience Act, which focuses on 
enhancing community preparedness and resilience 
against wild� res.
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FWOC President’s MessageFWOC President’s MessageFWOC President’s Message

Back in January 2025 
I wrote my new year 
President’s message to 
members and member 
organizations with great 
di�  culty. We all knew 
what would be coming, 
and indeed it now has. 
� e assault over the past 
� ve months on conserva-
tion and environmental 
issues, government agen-
cies charged with protec-
tion and enforcement, and 
outside advocacy organi-
zations is virtually unprec-
edented over our entire 
United States history.

But with great di�  cul-
ties there has also come 
more resolve to � ght those 
who would negate 60 years of progress. Everyone 
is paying a lot more a� ention to what’s going on. 
� ere is more clarity of focus on what we must do. 
Few are now being fooled by the false rhetoric that 
o� en accompanies such actions. � ose who may 
have in the past been silent, are now speaking out 
more. Conservation and environmental organizations 
are strengthening their numbers from within, and 
are joining together for strength in numbers and to 
promote their common good. Odd thing, it seems 
only when the castle is under siege do you � nd your 
allies quickly and se� le on a mission.

But it has still been an unprecedented assault, 
and some of the agenda is succeeding. It will take 
years to get back to what we had previously, but 
I am convinced that we will. It will take a lot of 
work, even without the forces present that put 
us in the situation.

FWOC President John Re� ig

I noted at the time I wrote the January message that 
we just have to keep trying to move ahead, remember-
ing the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. “If you 
can’t � y, then run. If you can’t run, then walk. If you 
can’t walk, then crawl, but whatever you do, you have 
to keep moving.” I think we have honored that. Our 
mission in a large part is advocacy, and we have taken 
on more issues and formed more partnerships with 
other organizations than ever before.

As always, it’s important to remember that our 
strength resides in the volunteer e� orts of our mem-
bers and member organizations, and that FWOC 
will continue to take action on important issues on 
behalf of members and member organizations. If 
you know of issues that are a concern that we can 
unite behind, don’t hesitate to approach anyone on 
the Executive Commi� ee.

John Re� ig, July 2025
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FWOC’s Conservation Grant Program
recreationists and the general public to the Blue 
Mountains Trail and the diverse and spectacular NE 
Oregon landscapes while providing educational and 
immersive experiences. Example topics include: 
trail stewardship and maintenance, native plants 
and wildlife, citizen science projects, bumblebee 
surveys, beaver habitat workdays, and more.

• $2,500 to Oregon Wild to defend the Northwest 
Forest Plan (NWFP). Last year, the USFS started 
the process of revising the NWFP. Unfortunately, 
instead of calling for improvements to this success-
ful management plan and optimizing the role that 
our forests can play in mitigating climate change, 
they proposed signi� cantly weakening it, including 
increasing the age limit to allow for more logging 
among 80-to 120-year-old stands, opening an 
additional 824,000 acres to commercial logging, 
increasing salvage logging, and creating a slew of 
exceptions to make it easier for them to log mature 
and old-growth forests. All said, this proposal could 
result in doubling or even tripling logging to over 
one billion board feet annually. Needless to say, the 
impacts would be profound for the wildlife habitat, 
clean drinking water, world-class recreation, and 
climate bene� ts on which we depend on our forests.

• $2,500 to Ranger Foundation to help fund this 
year’s public celebration of World Ranger Day 
(WRD) on July 31, in San Luis Obispo County, 
California. � is event upholds and brings awareness 
and recognition to those who are on the front line 
of duty to protect the resources and assure order is 
maintained in California’s State park system

� e FWOC itself, and in many cases our member 
organizations, o� en lack the resources to directly 
carry out such projects as these. In partnering with 
like-minded organizations, we can greatly extend our 
in� uence and goodwill to others who do have the 
resources to make this happen!

In February 2025 the FWOC Executive Commi� ee 
met and reviewed several applications for Conserva-
tion Grants. We approved, and are now pleased to 
announce, the following grants that were made to be 
carried out by these partner organizations over the 
2025 calendar year:

• $2,500 to California Alpine Club Foundation to 
support grass roots environmental nonpro� ts that 
serve the areas close to CAC lodges located in Marin 
County and near Lake Tahoe. � ese non pro� ts 
focus on environmental education (children and 
adult), trail maintenance, citizen science and envi-
ronmental monitoring and restoration. Supporting 
on-the-ground local engagement environmental 
work is a core part of their mission to protect and 
enhance the areas where their members recreate.

• $2,250 to Friends of the Clearwater to get a be� er 
look at old-growth impacts in a number of logging 
projects on the Nez Perce-Clearwater National 
Forests. � e funding will facilitate the hire of a 
summer intern to travel into the National Forest and 
take on-the-ground records of impacts to forests 
from recent timber sales. Primarily, the goal is to get 
a clear view of the impacts of several timber sales 
have had on old-growth forests, waterways, and the 
associated impacts to wildlife and recreation, to wit: 
How old are trees in timber sale areas? How large 
are they? How much carbon, on average, is stored 
in them? � ese are simple questions that require 
focused research on the ground to report on, and 
unfortunately, federal agencies are loath to record 
these impacts.

• $2,500 to Greater Hells Canyon Council to host 
their second season of Stewardship Outings on the 
Blue Mountains Trail. � e program will include 
a series of at least eight outings led by the Blue 
Mountains Trail Coordinator and / or other GHCC 
staff and local experts that introduce outdoor 
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Conservation NewsConservation NewsConservation News

President Trump’s Climate Change Denial
By Raelene Gold

President Trump has called climate change and global 
warming a hoax, a religion, a con and just plain bullshit!

Scientist James Hansen began his warnings about 
climate change and the need to take action in the late 
1980s. � ose warnings have been largely unheeded. 
Our changing climate is documented with sensors all 
over the world recording atmospheric CO2, which has 
steadily risen. 2024 was the ho� est year ever recorded, 
surpassing the long-term warming limit of 2.7 degrees 
Fahrenheit, called for in the 2015 Paris Agreement. � e 
heat contributes to more frequent and extreme weather 
disasters which are extremely costly. Rising tempera-
tures and atmospheric CO2 come from the burning of 
fossil fuels including oil, natural gas ( methane), and 
coal. It is also contributed to by deforestation, as large 
trees absorb CO2 from the atmosphere.

Trump has withdrawn the United States twice from 
the 2015 Paris Agreement on climate change, in 2020 
and again in 2025. It is a legally binding international 
treaty on climate change signed by more than 180 
countries aiming to limit global temperature increases. 
It required countries to report their emissions with the 
intent to reduce them. 

Trump has removed the words, climate change and 
climate science from government websites. He has 
tried to block state climate laws. He has also stopped 
or removed incentives for new solar, wind and bat-
tery storage projects, and removed incentives for the 
purchasing of electric vehicles. He opened public 
lands to oil and gas production, including in the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge. He has opened up federal 
forests to intense logging which will eliminate their 
contribution to the lowering of CO2 and to holding 
back water for increased summer stream� ows. He is 
a� empting to interfere with state’s climate legislation. 
His big budget bill ends clean energy tax credits, ends 
or delays wind, solar and storage ba� ery projects, 
and ends the $7,500 incentive for electric vehicle 

purchases. Lastly Trump dismissed the 400 experts 
working on the National Climate Assessment that is 
issued every four years and all the past reports van-
ished from the federal website.

Climate change contributes to our draughts, heat 
domes, hurricanes, wild� res, � ash � oods, and sea level 
rise. Reality is impinging on Trump’s magical thinking 
with headlines of a series of climate disasters. Devastat-
ing wild� res in Los Angeles and elsewhere, increased 
storms and tornadoes in the Midwest, and a heatdome 
in the Southwest with Phoenix reaching 119 degree 
Fahrenheit on June 26th. Increased rainfall and � ash 
� oods occurred in the Southeast. � en the July 4 devas-
tating high rainfall that raised the Guadalupe River 26 
feet in 45 minutes, causing � ash� oods in central Texas. 
� e event le�  over 135 people dead, many missing, 
and an estimated economic loss of up to $18 billion.

What will it take for Trump to have a change of 
mind about climate change?

Raelene Gold
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Please send your club or organization’s newsle� er 
to raelene@seanet.com to have your group’s news 
included in next October’s Outdoors West.

CALIFORNIA

� e California State Park Ranger Association 
contributed to the Ranger Foundation to help state 
park workers a� ected by devastating Los Angeles 
wild� res last January. � e Los Angeles Palisades 
Wild� re devastated Will Rogers SHP and Topanga 
Canyon SP destroying more than thirty structures 
including state park employee residences. Other state 
park employees were displaced by mandatory evacua-
tions for several days. 

•

� e California Alpine Club in Mill Valley, California 
has scheduled trips beyond their Alpine and Echo 
Summit Lodges. In March, members camped at Pin-
nacles National Park in California seeing endangered 
California Condors. � ey are planning a canoe trip 
on the Colorado River and a white-water ra� ing trip 
on the Snake River in Hell’s Canyon this summer.

Members also participate as volunteers on service 
trips in Yosemite National Park helping removing 
invasive plants and collecting native seeds for distri-
bution elsewhere.

� e California Alpine Club Foundation gives 
grants annually to organizations that support conser-
vation and environmental education endeavors in the 
San Francisco Bay and Lake Tahoe area.

MONTANA

� e Wilderness Watch newsle� er, “Wilderness 
Watcher” lead article is entitled “Con� ating recre-
ation with conservation is not Wilderness preserva-
tion.” It focus on the EXPLORE Act Wilderness 
Watch opposed, which passed the 118th Congress. 
� e Act increases mechanized and motorized access 
on public lands and allows climbers to hammer � xed 

anchors into rock faces in Wilderness. Supporting 
politicians highlighted the extreme importance of 
the outdoor recreation economy in every state. � e 
article highlights recreation’s destructiveness to 
plants, and to bird and animal habitat. It urges us to 
consider limits and restraint of recreation impacts.

WASHINGTON

� e North Cascades Conservation Council’s Presi-
dent Phil Fenner writes that the new administration’s 
a� acks are coming on all fronts and they are watching 
how new policy announcements will impact their 
bioregion and their work to protect it. � ey feel for-
tunate that the North Cascades in Washington State 
are protected in National Park and Wilderness Areas. 
However if the Park system is e� ectively defunded, 
the lack of staff and closing of facilities will harm the 
visitor experience. Other areas of the North Cascades 
are not protected and their forests are very vulnerable 
to extensive logging. NCCC is determined to resist 
and halt the changes to come.

OREGON

Portland based climbing organization the Mazamas’
Executive Director Rebekah Phillips states they are 
facing a new kind of steep mountainous terrain. 
She notes that the current political climate is posing 
signi� cant challenges for nonpro� t organizations. � e 
state of the economy a� ects members and donors 
and therefore nonpro� ts like the Mazamas. She 
thanks those that stand with them as they � ght to pre-
serve public lands, promote scienti� c research, advo-
cate for environmental justice and ensure our forests 
and mountains remain protected. Rollbacks in global 
climate commitments, the elimination of wilderness 
protections, the � ring of many USFS employees and 
accelerated logging in federal forests are signi� cant 
concerns. But she notes the their programs cultivate 
strength, resilience and determination that empower 
them to overcome challenges.

Member Clubs and Organization NewsMember Clubs and Organization NewsMember Clubs and Organization News
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Book ReviewBook ReviewBook Review

Protecting Western Landscapes: 
Wonderful Places in the West that 

Conservationists have worked to Protect 
Excerpts � om a longer review by Ron Eber 

Protecting West-
ern Landscapes: 
Wonderful Places 
in the West that 
Conservationists 

have worked to Protect by Michael McCloskey is a 
collection of stories about the iconic forest reserves, 
parks and monuments in the West established and 
protected from continual challenges to their envi-
ronmental integrity. It is a triumphant stroll down 
memory lane for longtime conservationists and for 
those new to the movement. It is a master class in 
how they were protected and what is required to keep 
them safe.

� e author and storyteller was at the center of many 
of these campaigns and provides � rst hand insights 
about these places and how they were protected.

� e book covers the beginnings of the conservation 
movement with the early establishment of the national 
forest reserves and national parks and the individuals 
who fought for their protection: Yosemite and John 
Muir, Crater Lake and William Gladstone Steel, and 
Rocky Mountain National Park and Enos Mills.…

Another foundation for conservation is the story of 
how Hetch Hetchy Valley in Yosemite National Park 
was � ooded and how this pivotal event in conserva-
tion history became a rallying cry for conservationists 
to this day.… McCloskey explains how the groups 
developed the basic campaign tactics still in use today 
of writing articles and campaign “ba� le” books, 
newspaper ads and camping and river trips to intro-
duce the public and policy makers to the places and 
values needing protection.… 

However, these campaigns were all defensive in 
nature and the movement needed a more proactive 
approach for going on o� ense. � e Wilderness Act 
in 1964 became that strategy. Mike explains how it 
empowered the conservation community to actively 
promote the protection of wilderness areas instead of 
always � ghting destructive development and resource 
extraction proposals, like dams, clearcuts and mining.

Overtime, new tactics were developed like student 
marches to protest logging by the Forest Service in 
the French Pete Valley and at Glacier Peak in the 
North Cascades. Using the Wilderness Act, the 
campaign to “Save French Pete,” Glacier Peak from 
an open pit copper mine and the Alpine Lakes area 
launched the wilderness movement in the Paci� c 
Northwest culminating with the 1984 Wilderness 
Acts for Oregon and Washington.

No book like this would be complete without the 
stories of the epic campaigns to protect the wildlife 
and wilderness in Alaska and to block dams in the 
Grand Canyon. Of special interest will be the inside 
story of how the Sierra Club saved a li� le-known high 
Sierra Valley at Mineral King from a giant Disney ski 
resort. Today, we take for granted that conservation-
ists can go to court to challenge the illegal actions of 
government agencies. However, this was not always 
the case. Not until this Supreme Court decision could 
conservationists have “standing” to represent their 
members in court to protect wilderness and parks.

Protecting Western Landscapes is a must read for 
all those interested in how the parks and wilderness 
were protected by dedicated individuals and our 
responsibility to the legacy we have inherited. 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

CalendarCalendarCalendar

Saturday, September 20, 2025, 10 am–12 noon

FWOC ANNUAL MEETING
In Person and Virtual 
MorningStar Assisted Living at Laurelhurst
3140 NE Sandy Boulevard, Portland, OR
Zoom credentials will be sent with the meeting notice.

LOOKING AHEAD!

Tuesday, November 3, 2026
Midterm Elections – All 435 US House seats and 
35 Senate seats, 39 Governors and state and local 
seats will be on the ballot.

Oregon cliff with columnar basalt


